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have already contributed enormously
to Montgomery College, and have sig-
nificantly furthered the strength of its
links with the local government and
business communities. I have the ut-
most confidence in Dr. Nunley’s ability
to lead Montgomery College into the
next century, and look forward to
working with her during another suc-
cessful 20-year tenure.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO MR. MICHAEL A.
FERRARA, JR.

∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize Michael A. Fer-
rara, Jr. as he is honored as an Out-
standing Italian American by the Sons
of Italy organization. Michael has en-
joyed a fruitful legal career, multiple
philanthropic endeavors, and a beau-
tiful family.

Michael was born in South Philadel-
phia to the children of Italian immi-
grants. His father worked hard for the
Pennsylvania Railroad and his mother
worked for Wanamakers once Michael
and his sister, JoAnn, were grown. He
was raised in this city and stayed close
after graduating high school, attending
Villanova University on a NROTC
scholarship. Michael graduated from
Villanova with a degree in Mathe-
matics and soon after, began his naval
service.

In the Navy, Michael served aboard
both a submarine and a destroyer, vis-
iting Ireland, Spain, Italy, Greece, and
Tunisia. His service was extended to
five years due to the Vietnam War,
which is where he spent his last year.
While in DaNang, Michael taught
English to Vietnamese children for the
U.S. Information Agency and helped
deliver Marines, tanks, and ammuni-
tion to river bases along the demili-
tarized zone. At the age of 23, Michael
was in command of a mini-fleet of 25
boats and 250 men. His service in Viet-
nam was rewarded with several com-
mendations including the Combat Ac-
tion Ribbon, Navy Unit Commenda-
tions, Vietnam Campaign Medal and
Vietnam Service Medal with three
bronze stars.

After completing his military serv-
ice, Michael attended law school at the
University of San Diego. After gradua-
tion, he began his successful legal ca-
reer. Michael has been elected Presi-
dent of the Association of Trial Law-
yers of America, as well as President of
the 2500 member New Jersey Trial Law-
yer’s Association. He has also served as
President of the National Civil Justice
Foundation. Recently he was selected,
along with four other attorneys, to rep-
resent the Attorney General of New
Jersey in the lawsuit against the to-
bacco industry.

In addition to his extensive legal ca-
reer, Michael has served his commu-
nity through various philanthropic en-
deavors, including the March of Dimes
and the New Jersey State Aquarium’s
education program. As a fellow Italian
American it gives me great pleasure to
recognize Michael Ferrara and his

achievements, both in his career and
his community. He is a man most de-
serving of this award and his actions
should be highly commended.∑
f

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. COCHRAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate immediately pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nomination on the Exec-
utive Calendar: The Foreign Service
nominee on the Secretary’s desk. I fi-
nally ask unanimous consent that the
nomination be confirmed, the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
any statements relating to the nomina-
tion be printed at the appropriate place
in the RECORD, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then return to legisla-
tive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE

Foreign Service nomination of Richard
Lewis Baltimore III, which was received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of January 19, 1999

f

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session.

f

CONGRESSIONAL AWARD ACT
AMENDMENTS

Mr. COCHRAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate now proceed to
the consideration of Calendar No. 81, S.
380.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 380) to reauthorize the Congres-
sional Award Act.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. COCHRAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating to the
bill be printed at the appropriate place
in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 380) was considered read a
third time and passed, as follows:

S. 380

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CONGRESSIONAL AWARD ACT

AMENDMENTS OF 1999.
(a) CHANGE OF ANNUAL REPORTING DATE.—

Section 3(e) of the Congressional Award Act
(2 U.S.C. 802(e)) is amended in the first sen-
tence by striking ‘‘April 1’’ and inserting
‘‘June 1’’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS.—Section
4(a)(1) of the Congressional Award Act (2
U.S.C. 803(a)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraphs (A) and (D), by strik-
ing ‘‘member of the Congressional Award As-
sociation’’ and inserting ‘‘recipient of the
Congressional Award’’ ; and

(2) in subparagraphs (B) and (C), by strik-
ing ‘‘representative of a local Congressional
Award Council’’ and inserting ‘‘a local Con-
gressional Award program volunteer’’.

(c) EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENTS REGARD-
ING FINANCIAL OPERATIONS OF CONGRESSIONAL
AWARD PROGRAM; NONCOMPLIANCE WITH RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Section 5(c)(2)(A) of the Con-
gressional Award Act (2 U.S.C. 804(c)(2)(A)) is
amended by striking ‘‘and 1998’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004’’.

(d) TERMINATION.—Section 9 of the Con-
gressional Award Act (2 U.S.C. 808) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘October 1, 1999’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘October 1, 2004’’.

f

NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRD
CONSERVATION ACT

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 79, S. 148.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 148) to require the Secretary of
the Interior to establish a program to pro-
vide assistance in the conservation of
neotropical migratory birds.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I am
pleased that the Senate is considering
S. 148, the Neotropical Migratory Bird
Conservation Act of 1999, introduced by
Senator ABRAHAM. I am pleased to be a
cosponsor of this legislation. The bill
would establish a program to provide
financial assistance for projects to pro-
mote the conservation of neotropical
migratory birds in the United States,
Latin America and the Caribbean.

Each autumn, some 5 billion birds
from 500 species migrate between their
breeding grounds in North America and
tropical habitats in the Caribbean,
Central and South America. These
neotropical migrants—or New World
tropical migrants—are birds that mi-
grate between the biogeographic region
stretching across Mexico, Central
America, much of the Caribbean, and
the northern part of South America.

The natural challenges facing these
migratory birds are profound. These
challenges have been exacerbated by
human-induced impacts, particularly
the continuing loss of habitat in the
Caribbean and Latin America. As a re-
sult, populations of migratory birds
have declined generally in recent
years.

While there are numerous efforts un-
derway to protect these species and
their habitat, they generally focus on
specific groups of migratory birds or
specific regions in the Americas. One
program that stands out for its success
is Partners in Flight, administered by
the National Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion. Started in 1990, this program has
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